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utterly impossible that Alcott's death should have been
contrived, as you put it. In fact, if you don't mind my
raying so, this theory of yours is on a parallel with your
demonstration of how old Hinchliffe might have been
poisoned. With your brilliant powers of deduction, you
have adequately accounted for two murders. The snag
is, that in both cases we know that no murder was
committed."
Dr. Priestley smiled. <4 A legitimate criticism, Old-
land/' he replied. '* But destructive, rather than con-
structive. Can you suggest any alternative theory?"
Old land threw up his hands in mock despair. " What
have I done to be numbered among the wise men?" he
exclaimed. " The whole thing is utterly beyond me.
You all seem to be at sixes and sevens. Hanslet,
apparently, has got hold of the idea that Vernier has been
murdered by the fair Christine, but can't produce the
body. You have just tried to persuade me that Venner
murdered first his uncle and then Alcott, You can
produce the bodies but the facts prove that neither of
them was murdered. Meanwhile, I might point out that
Venner's whereabouts remain as much of a, mystery
as ever."
" Then what would you suggest?" Dr» Priestley
asked.
" Suggest? Why, that you should drop the whole
thing. You're trying to detect a crime of which, there is
no evidence that it was ever committed. You don't even
know who's the criminal and who's the victim. That's
how it seems to me. Drop it, Priestley, if only for the
sake of your friends. Fm getting as sick of the name
of Venner as Faversham was long ago,"
He poured himself out a whisky and soda, and held
it to his lips. " Let's drown Venner for good and all,
shall we?"

